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Geography 

Raunds Park Infant School provides a Geography curriculum which 
develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding relating to a wide range of 
places, environments and features at a variety of scales, extending from 
local to global. Our topic programme is based upon the National 
Curriculum expectations and is carefully balanced and planned to be age 
appropriate across the years.  

The study of Geography enhances interpersonal skills and supports the 
development of respect for others with different circumstances and points 
of view. Through our Geography lessons we encourage pupils to apply 
literacy and mathematics knowledge and skills in a practical arena. Pupils 
learn how to travel, communicate, interact, organise and research, all of 
which are skills which transfer readily to success and resilience in everyday 
life beyond school. 

All pupils are taught Geography using Cornerstones Maestro and 
experiences are supported by school trips into the wider community.  

 

National Curriculum programme of study 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uplo

ads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_Geography.pdf  

 

Intent 

Geography is a subject that provokes curiosity about the natural and 
human aspects of the world. We want our children at Raunds Park Infant 
School to understand the physical and human features of the Earth and to 
encourage them to appreciate the wonders of the world and how to 
protect our environment and its living things.  

At Raunds Park Infant School we ensure that our geography curriculum 
engages and excites children’s curiosity with the intention to support their 
development of key geographical knowledge, skills and concepts. Within 
our geography lessons we allow children to develop essential 
characteristics of geographers such as an excellent knowledge of places 
with the ability to describe and compare. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf


 

 

Implementation 

At Raunds Park Infant School, teaching and implementation of the 

Geography Curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and is planned 

using Cornerstone: Curricular Maesto. The geography projects are well 

sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that develops children’s 

geographical knowledge, skills and subject disciplines. 

Geography topic becomes the driver unit for one term of the school year 

with a stand-alone, skills-based topic in each year group. These driver 

units are taught for a full term which are also supported by cross-

curricular links in Art, Design Technology and History. The Geography 

projects are well sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that 

develops children’s skills, including: using geographical resources and 

knowledge (including: recognizing the continents and oceans, describe a 

range of human and physical features and applying locational knowledge). 

The scheme of lessons are based on the four cornerstones of teaching 

and learning. Lessons are sequenced using Engage, Develop, Innovate, 

Express to help develop a wide level of interest and understanding. 

Children revisit and review their understanding of each of these areas as 

they progress through EYFS, Key Stage One and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Impact 

By the time our children leave Raunds Park Infant School we want our 

children to take an interest in their local community and wider locations. 

Children will be able to compare different locations of its human and 

physical features as well as understand the contributions they can make 

within our world. 

  

Teacher assessment and recording against the learning outcomes of the 

lesson and work produced within our topic books will show clear evidence 

of a broad and balanced geography curriculum. Outcomes within these 

lessons will show the journey of develop of geographical key words and 

skills against the national curriculum strands of: locational knowledge, 

place knowledge and human and physical geography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Cornerstones Curriculum Overview 

The geography projects are well sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that 

develops children’s geographical knowledge, skills and subject disciplines. Geographical 

locations are not specified in the national curriculum, so they have been chosen to 

provide a broad and diverse understanding of the world. These can be seen in more 

detail using CurriculumPRO. Where there are opportunities for making meaningful 

connections with other projects, geography projects are sequenced accordingly. For 

example, children revisit the geography of settlements in the history project School 

Days after studying types of settlements in the geography project Bright Lights, Big City. 

All geography projects are taught in the autumn and spring terms, with opportunities 

for schools to revisit less secure concepts in the summer term. Geography overview 

Cornerstones Curriculum Lower Key Stage 2 In Lower Key Stage 2, children begin with 

essential skills and knowledge projects (One Planet, Our World in Year 3 and 

Interconnected World in Year 4). Teaching these projects in Years 3 and 4 enables 

children to further develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of key 

geographical aspects and concepts and prepares them to study more thematic 

geography projects in the following term. In the spring term of Year 3, children study 

the project Rocks, Relics and Rumbles, which explores physical features and 

geographical phenomena, including earthquakes and volcanoes. In contrast, in the 

spring term of Year 4, children carry out a detailed study of the physical features of 

mountains and rivers, which includes opportunities for in-depth fieldwork. 

 Key Stage 1 

 In Key Stage 1, each autumn term begins with essential skills and knowledge projects 

(Our Wonderful World in Year 1 and Let’s Explore the World in Year 2). Teaching these 

projects in Years 1 and 2 enables children to be introduced to, or revisit, critical 

geographical concepts, aspects, skills and knowledge. These projects prepare children 

for the study of more thematic geography projects in the following term. In the spring 

term of Year 1, children study the project Bright Lights, Big City. This project introduces 

children to the geography of urban environments and the physical and human features 

of the United Kingdom. In contrast, in the spring term of Year 2, children carry out a 

detailed study of coastal geography in the project Coastline. This project introduces 

children to the geography of coastal environments and provides children with the 

opportunity for in-depth coastal fieldwork. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SEND 

We recognise the need to cater for children with special educational 
needs. Work is differentiated to assist in children’s learning in terms of: 
learning outcomes, tasks, teaching methods and resources. In addition to 
this task can be broken down into small steps, giving children achievable 
goals. All activities should reinforce children’s understanding of the 
subject.  

 


